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bookseller employed Rolt and Smart to write a monthly miscellany, called The Universal Visitor*. There was a formal written contract, which Allen the printer saw. Gardner thought as you do of the Judge. They were bound to write nothing' else; they were to have, I think, a third of the profits of this sixpenny pamphlet; and the contract was for ninety-nine years, I wish I had thought of giving this to Thurlow, in the cause about Literary Property. What an excellent instance would it have been of the oppression of booksellers towards poor authours" !' (smiling.) Davies, zealous for the honour of the YhwV3, said, Gardner was not properly a bookseller. JOHNSON. 'Nay, Sir; he certainly was a bookseller. He had served his lime regularly, was a member of the Stationers' company, kept a shop in the face of mankind, purchased copyright, and was a /'//>//< yWr1*, Sir, in every sense. I wrote for some months in The ('rni-wrsctl I'tsi'fiir, for poor Smart, while he was mad, not then knowing the terms on which he was engaged to write, and thinking I was doing him good. I hoped his wits would soon return to him. Mine returned to me, ami I wrote in The Universal, J7.v//Vr no longer.1
Friday, April  7, I dined with him at a Tavern, with a numerous  company".     JOHNSON*.  'I   have  been   reading
1 See, antt\ \. 354,
9 There has probably been some mistake us Ui the terms of thin supposed extraordinary contrart, thr rental of whirh from hrat.say afforded Johnson so mwh play fur his sjMirtive arutenevi, Or if it WU.H worded as he supposi'd, it, in ;;o strange thai I should rowludt* it was u joke-, Mr. Gardner, I uin ussurrd, was u worthy unit u liberal man, HOSWKI.I,. Thtirlow, wJjra Attornry-(Jrtimil, had been mun-acl ff»r the4 Donnltl.HtJiiH, in the uj»(K*ftl befure the H»»UHC of Lords an the Right of Literary Property C*i///V, i. $</». ami it. 31^,) In his argument ' lut observed (exemplifying his ohse.rvutwns by Heverul eusfH) that the botikHelleM hurl m»t till lately ever concerned themselves-} about uutliora.' i!cnt. Mug. fur 1774, p. jt,
8 'The beuikseHers t>{ Umdun arc (ictuxnintttucl ///*' (nttff'' C/cfA April 15, 1778, nutr).
4 /*V////fi/f»/f' JH nut in Jnhnson'ri /Vt'/ifHtiry,
6 The Literary Club. Sett tt/tfs, ii. 377, note, 3. Mr. Croker savs that
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